
Ware Swimming Club Chair Person’s Statement March 2021 

This has been my first year as Chair Person for the Club. Not the year I expected but what I know for 
certain is what a great club it is, with amazing swimmers and a wonderful team of coaches , and that 
it runs effectively due to the dedicated people on the committee and all our officials. Ware 
Swimming Club is unusual in that all our coaches, committee members and officials are volunteers, 
and they all give so much to the club. 

Despite the challenges of 2020 we have had several new swimmers join us and I would like to 
welcome them all to our club. 

The year started with Counties where we had yet another great year winning 4 gold medals, a silver 
and a bronze. We took a team of 10 swimmers - Callum Cox; Archie Rann, Tommy Liddiard, Daniel 
Harrison, Oliver Tom, Zoe Van Maanenberg, Alice Field, Martha Currie and Katie Swindell – they all 
swam brilliantly. Unlike some clubs we were also able to field relay teams in all events which was a 
great achievement and thank you to everyone who competed on behalf of the club. It was the first 
time the club has fielded a team for all the relays events. 

Head Coach, Claire Matthews, commented following the event “I’m so proud of all our swimmers – 
this has been our most successful County Championships for many years and it’s very rewarding to 
see our swimmers competing against the best in the County.  

The first 2 Major Galas took place this year but the third one had to be a virtual gala. Ware did really 
well coming joint third over-all in division 2 ensuring we will be competing at this level again when 
the event hopefully returns next year. 

Stevenage Development Meet – we saw lots of new faces competing and plenty of medals were 
won.  This is a great competition for swimmers that are starting out. 

At the Summer Regional event – held for the first time in 2020, Tommy Liddiard, Thomas Currie and 
Archie Rann all got qualifying times. Archie also went on to qualify for the much coveted annual 
regional championship. 

We had a sponsored swim in March, which many of our swimmers took part in and successfully 
raised over £800 for the club. Our swimmers had to try and swim all the Olympic events.  It was very 
impressive to see even the younger ones giving it a go and some of the older ones doing it under 
timed conditions. 

We were all set to host our friends from Wulfrath when the Covid lockdown started and we had to 
cancel. We hope to be able to hold the gala and host our friends in April 2022. We are currently 
talking to our Wulfrath friends to see if we can do something virtually this year.  It is also great to see 
that swimmers are still keeping contact with their German friends and the older section of the club 
still managed to hold a virtual gala evening last year. 

Throughout the summer it has been great to hear that so many people have taken to the lakes and 
become involved in open water swimming.  Medals were won at Storm the Lakes by Oliver Tom and 
William Neal.  Many took part virtually by trying to complete some long distances such as 14km.  
Some were mad enough to try and complete the distance in one go and special mention goes to Tim 



Neal for throwing himself well and truly in to this! Sara Matthews took part in her first open water 
competition, plus Claire Matthews and Tom Suckling both swam 10k in the Victoria and Albert docks. 
There looks to be some exciting opportunities this year for swimmers and the club will keep you 
updated when we have more information.  

We returned to swimming in the summer and were incredibly lucky that we got so much water time 
at the Lido – a big thank you to Dan for his support with this and to Ware Town Council who gave us 
a grant of £500 to help with the cost of the pool hire. Our coaching team and members of the 
committee spent days working on this to ensure that training could be done safely. A big thank you 
to everyone involved. It was also really positive to see the club working with other clubs to support 
their return to training.  We hope to see more of this in the future. 

We were one of the first clubs in the area back to training at our normal pool – Fanshawe. We were 
also lucky to get extra pool time on a Sunday and Thursday. This helped us ensure swimmers 
generally returned to the same amount of swimming as prior to lockdown. Again it was a major 
piece of work for the coaching team to create the registers and lane bubbles so that our swimmers 
returned safely. Prior to lockdown we had up to 48 swimmers in a session, when we returned we 
were allowed no more than 30.  Everyone has been incredibly patient with us as we have adjusted to 
the new way of working and we are very grateful. 

To be able to return to swimming we had to introduce Covid Reps, and one needs to be present at 
every session. Having done the role in a couple of times I know it is not always the easiest of things 
especially when swimmers have to be turned away, but I would like to say a big thank you to 
everyone who has taken this role on and made it work for the club. 

When we return to swimming, we are going to need everyone to complete the health forms again. 
Please support us by returning the forms promptly as it is a major task collecting 170 forms in and 
individual swimmers cannot enter the pool if they are not returned. 

Our Monday dry land training is running again to help keep swimmers fit and to provide a link to the 
club. They have been consistently well supported. The coaches also ran great development days 
during the summer, again run over zoom. We hope to run one in the coming weeks based on 
returning to training.   

We also still managed to run a virtual Presentation Evening and would like to thank special guests 
Ian Mackenzie and Ian Robertson (from Keith Estate Agents).  It was great to see so many in 
attendance.  Well done to all the prize winners.  A special thank you to Keith Ian Estate agents for 
their continued support of the club and their kind donation each year. 

We don’t expect to go back to normal when we return to swimming this year but there are still many 
exciting things to look forward to. We have been approached by several clubs looking to hold virtual 
galas.  We also hope to be involved in Level X. 

The club achieved Swimmark accreditation last year, so we are officially affiliated to Swim England 
and this ensures we are fully insured to operate. A big thank you to Kate Liddiard, Nicola Rix and 
Julie Egerton for all the work they did on this. 



It has been great to see so many people taking online courses but we are always looking for more 
volunteers either as officials, committee members or coaches. If you are interested please contact 
Nicola Rix at club.secretary@waresc.co.uk or myself at chair@waresc.co.uk 

Our committee gives up a lot of their time to manage the club. I would ask that parents / swimmers 
support them by responding to emails / make payments or simply advise us of any issues in a timely 
fashion so that we do not have to keep sending chasing emails. Thank you for your support on this. 

I would like to say a big thank you to the following organisations for supporting us this year with 
grants and donations: - 

Ware Town Council,   
 
Keith Ian Estate Agents, 
 
Baker Pringle Chartered Accountants, 
 
 , http://www.volkerwessels.co.uk/ 
 
https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/TobysGlassDesigns 

 

 

 


